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Five questions for Lois Brink

[1]

For years, elementary schoolyards have been an afterthought and many still resemble the places they were 50 years
ago, covered with punishing gravel, lacking vegetation or shade, and littered with outdated metal play equipment.
But as a landscape architect, Lois Brink saw potential. She began a movement to transform schoolyards into vital
community spaces that were visually, academically and culturally appealing to young students and neighborhood
residents.
Brink is a professor of landscape architecture at the University of Colorado Denver and has been there for 27 years.
Before that, she was a practicing landscape architect in Denver. As a principal within a firm, she said she found herself
spending a lot of time teaching people what to do. She enjoyed the role and wanted to look at how she could advance
the discipline while furthering her own interests in research around the design, construction and evaluation of built
environments. Her passion and research pursuits soon meshed with her transition to academia.
One highlight of her time at CU is the 15-year effort that revamped 96 local schoolyards through a public-private project
called Learning Landscapes. Brink received several grants to study physical activity and the impact of these built
environments on children and children’s behavior. Much of the work was in collaboration with CU Denver’s geography
department and the CU Anschutz Health and Wellness Center.
Brink and her students have moved their focus east to schoolyards in north Philadelphia, where they hope to
accomplish what Brink calls “Learning Landscapes 2.” Both last year and this semester, students have spent time at
several schools, talking with students, parents, teachers and community members to discuss ways to give dismissed
schoolyards new life.
1. How did you become involved with and/or interested in revamping elementary schoolyards?

I was raising children and was struggling a little bit with the transition from private practice into the academic
environment, trying to decide what my research focus should be. It wasn’t until about three or four years into my
teaching career that I had the opportunity to take my daughter to her first day of kindergarten. I took one look at the
schoolyard and said, “You have to be kidding me.” It was horrific. I called these schoolyards “scorched earth.” They
were a sea of pea gravel and devoid of all vegetation, filled with 50-year-old play equipment.
I thought there had to be something better and that was a huge aha moment for me. It was my passion around being a
mother and realizing that these types of schoolyards were everywhere – in Denver and across the country – that made
me realize my research could take advantage of my professional practice.
At the same time, our chancellor, Georgia Lesh-Laurie, was looking at how faculty members could blend research with
community service. So this idea of teaching classes where my students were in an immersive environment by going to
these schools and thinking about them as urban space, as a park, that is open to the public and funded by public
dollars, fit right in. I coined the term Learning Landscapes because these schoolyards could be places where all
students could learn, and, at the same time, provide greater opportunities as civic spaces.
2. In what ways do the redesigned schoolyards benefit students and the surrounding communities?
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First, participatory learning is a valuable way of teaching an experience. Why sit in a classroom to tell students about
different types of geologic rocks and formations in Colorado on a screen or in a textbook when you could walk out to
the schoolyard and show the students an igneous rock, show them how hard it is and how, when you cut it, it becomes
smooth and shiny. Or you could show them the softer, different textural qualities of sandstone.
Experiential learning has huge potential for children, especially for children who might be distracted by worries about
whether they’re going to eat tonight or have a place to sleep or who have emotional trauma in their homes and
neighborhood. When learning is more interactive and participatory, it allows them to not think about these worries and
instead focus on their cognitive abilities to understand and explore.
In addition, an outdoor garden might be a place where kids can learn about seeds and plants and growing things and
the changes of the seasons, but it also gives them a nice place to walk. You can also create an outdoor classroom with
shade – something older schoolyards don’t have.
Finally, schoolyards provide a place for students to learn socially, physically and academically during the school day,
but they also are a resource during non-school hours as a civic space. The amenities appeal to multiple generations as
well. Our philosophy is that you create a place where a brother or young dad could shoot hoops and a younger sibling
could play on the grounds at the same time.
3. What did the Learning Landscapes project accomplish and how was it funded?

In the United States, there are only five cities that have been able to scale the redevelopment of schoolyards – Denver,
Boston, San Francisco, Houston and New York City. We built 96 schoolyards for $45 million over a 15-year period,
ending in 2012.
Funding was sort of a three-tiered approach. First, we had to choose a pilot project where you know you’ve got the
community capacity to make it work. That just happened to be my children’s school. That got the district excited and
then local foundations got excited about it, and then the city joined in.
After that, we moved to a three-year, 22-school, $10.6 million campaign to redevelop schoolyards. This was during
Wellington Webb’s term and he had focused on 16 neighborhoods where he was using surplus sales tax to provide
community economic development. He saw the value of schoolyards as community revitalization. The effort was a
public-private partnership that included the city, the district and in-kind services from major construction companies.
The schools raised money, people from the community contributed and volunteers helped rebuild the yards.
It was very much a collective impact approach where no one entity paid or funded more than 30 percent of the overall
schoolyard cost. Then others wanted these types of schoolyards, too, so our success allowed us to continue to build
schools with money from a voter approved school bond. It’s amazing that the city of Denver, where 60 percent of
those who live in the city do not have school-age children, approved a $300 million bond for the school district in 2003
and then in 2008 another $400 million bond when the sky was falling financially. Learning Landscapes was one way
that the school district could give back to residents who don’t have children.
4. Why did you pick Philadelphia for your next schoolyard projects and in what ways are the students involved
at this point?

A CU Denver alum, Zoe Tweed, suggested that Learning Landscapes should go to Philadelphia, and after some
research, I found that the city is looking at innovative ways to develop a green storm water infrastructure. From a
research standpoint, I became interested in the idea of schoolyards not only providing community resources, and
helping with education and making people healthier, but also developing that storm water infrastructure. So we’re
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taking everything we learned in Denver and adding this new lens.
In 2014, I went on sabbatical and spent an intensive year in Philadelphia to see what was going on and started to
develop partnerships and began looking at ways I could also enhance my research and my students’ academic
experience, including through online teaching.
My focus is in north Philadelphia where the community has suffered over the years through white flight and the closing
of many factories. It is a predominantly African-American community and has been chronically underserved for
decades.
This fall we are working with six schools and spent a week in the beginning of October there. Three graduate students
were teamed up with each school. We spent three days at the school, talking with parents before and after school. The
CU students were there during recess, shooting hoops with the kids and playing games with them, all the while having
conversations. One important thing we do is move away from traditional community gatherings where you hold a
meeting, because people who come to those meetings may not necessarily represent the people of the community.
Instead, we “listen” while having one-on-one conversations around creating vital community spaces with as many
people as possible during our time there.
On the other days we were in Philadelphia, the students rode bikes through the community. They got to know the
community and see some of the innovative green storm water projects going on there. For my students, who are
predominantly white or international students, to have this immersive experience and be able to have conversations
with residents, parents and young students is so important. Many likely have not had firsthand experience with the
economic and racial issues our urban cities are facing. It’s important for the students to empathize and understand
what has value to a community so that the schoolyards they design will support community life.
Philadelphia is a great counterpoint to our Denver way of living, and hopefully the experience will help students realize
that Denver and other cities have a large underserved population, too. Hopefully this will give them a new lens on how
they can be the voice of cultures and people who are not like them.
In Denver, it took six years to get the first schoolyard built, and in Philadelphia, we are in that beginning timeframe
where we are trying to create a movement, to get people to realize that money has to be made available for this, which
is what we did in Denver with Learning Landscapes.
5. Is there a project over the years that is a favorite of yours and why?
Carson Elementary would be my favorite. A lot of people have said, “Why should we care about schoolyards? We’ll
spend all this money and they’ll just fall apart because no one will take care of them.” Carson Elementary is a
testimony to what happens when everything you hoped would happen does happen. The redesign began with a little
volunteer project that our students did. We cut out some asphalt and put in a cross-section of the different ecosystems
you’d find in Colorado. It went from prairie to a fir/aspen grove.
That was the beginning. The community came out and worked really hard and we got funding to put in the majority of
the schoolyard. We didn’t have the money to do everything and part of the schoolyard was still empty. Over the next
six years, the community and the principal of the school began raising money to add new things. They created an
outdoor classroom and outdoor art installations – ladybugs that adorned the front of the building.
Community residents who had been in the community for 20 years would go to the school and say, “I love what you’ve
done; you’ve made the school so beautiful.” And now residents are moving into the neighborhood and sending their
children to this school and not a private school. Everyone knows they have to take care of the space and an engaged
community helped make it a neighborhood school again.

Gallogly family support spans campuses

[2]
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A family’s loyal support to CU campuses was celebrated in recent days at UCCS and CU Boulder.
During ceremonies on Monday, a newly expanded UCCS building housing recreation and wellness programs was
named in honor of the Gallogly family, which includes a long line of CU graduates and donors.
The event celebrating the Gallogly Recreation and Wellness Center was attended by about 15 Gallogly family
members and 75 faculty and staff members.

Chancellor Pam Shockley-Zalabak, Jim Gallogly, Susan Szpyrka, senior vice chancellor for Administration and
Finance, and Racquell Valadez, a Colorado Springs senior studying sociology, gave brief remarks.
“Life is a lot like Pikes Peak,” Jim Gallogly said. “It may look smooth from here but there are a lot of peaks, valleys
and rough spots along the way.”
Gallogly reflected on his late father, Tom, who was the first in the family to graduate from UCCS. Later, seven of the 10
children born to Tom and Margery Gallogly, graduated from UCCS. Several third-generation family members
graduated from UCCS and other CU campuses and a “fourth generation is on its way.”
“You can truly take your degree from UCCS and do anything you would like,” Jim Gallogly said. “The only thing that
limits you is yourself. Our father, Tom, taught us that.”
The naming marks the Gallogly family’s continued support of key UCCS initiatives. Jim and Janet Gallogly recently
provided $2.8 million to UCCS to support initiatives in cybersecurity and student scholarships.

See more photos and information in Communique[5].
At CU Boulder, with $2.5 million in gifts, the Gallogly family is naming the Discovery Learning Center, as well as
boosting the teaching and research power of the College of Engineering and Applied Science with two new faculty
positions. Jim spoke Friday during an on-campus ceremony.
Jim, Janet and family are committing the lead gift to establish the Robert H. Davis Endowed Chair in Discovery
Learning, a new position named in honor of the engineering college’s outgoing dean. The college’s Engineering
Advisory Council, of which Jim Gallogly is an emeritus member, aims to raise an additional $500,000 in private support
toward a $500,000 matching challenge.
Additionally, a $1 million gift from the Gallogly family establishes an endowed professorship in the chemical and
biological engineering department.
Endowed chairs and professorships help attract and retain brilliant scholars by providing them dedicated resources for
innovative research and teaching opportunities. High-caliber researchers attract the brightest graduate and
undergraduate students and spur transformational advancements in society. Both endowments provide funding in
perpetuity.
“These generous, thoughtful contributions connect directly to our campuswide goals surrounding student success,”
Chancellor Philip P. DiStefano said. “They also honor the outstanding contributions of Dean Davis and help mark an
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impressive legacy. We are thankful to the Galloglys and are deeply appreciative of their longstanding commitment to
CU.”
Read more in CU Boulder Today[6].
[7]

Intersections: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in Research and Teaching set
for Nov. 11
[8]

[9]

The CU Faculty Council Committees on LGBTQ+ Issues and Ethnic and Minority Affairs are co-hosting a collaborative,
daylong symposium at CU Boulder.
Intersections: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in Research and Teaching[10] is set for Nov. 11 in the University Memorial
Center. The keynote address will be delivered by Kai M. Green, assistant professor of feminist studies at UC Santa
Barbara.
Sponsored by many administrative units throughout the CU system, this unique symposium will bring diverse faculty
and their allies together to share research on the intersections of race, ethnicity, gender and sexuality, as well as on
transformative teaching practices that will contribute to the amelioration and eradication of social injustice.
Tina Moser, chair of the Ethnic and Minority Affairs committee, felt that the collaboration was a perfect fit for the goals
of both committees: to assure fairness in the recruitment and retention of respective historically marginalized faculty, to
make recommendations to improve the success and well-being of these same faculty, and to foster support networks
for underrepresented groups on campus.
Particularly now, as we witness the uptick in violence against these and other minoritized groups, we have an
opportunity to present research, teaching and restorative practices that help us move toward a more just university and
society.
Said Russell Moore, CU Boulder provost, “I am very excited, not only to have this excellent symposium on our
campus, but also that this event provides our students, faculty and staff with an opportunity to engage in important
conversations and uphold our commitment to inclusive excellence.”
The committees are particularly thrilled to bring Kai M. Green as the symposium’s keynote. Green bridges the fields of
transgender studies, black feminist studies and African-American cultural studies. His publications appear in prominent
journals such as Transgender Studies Quarterly and GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, and the anthology
“No Shade: New Writings in Black Queer Studies.” As Kwame Holmes, assistant professor of ethnic studies, notes,
“Dr. Green is at the cutting edge of reconceptualizing the terms and boundaries of diversity.”
For information about the symposium, including the submission site for proposals, click here[11]. Deadline to submit
proposals is 5 p.m. Oct. 21.
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Listen: At-large regent candidates discuss issues in forum

[12]

[13]
[14]

The two major-party candidates vying for an at-large seat on the CU Board of Regents took part Sunday in a telephone
town hall presented by the CU Advocates program.
Heidi Ganahl, a Republican from Superior, and Alice Madden, a Democrat from Louisville, took questions from callers
and discussed issues during the hourlong teleconference.
Click here[15] to listen to a recording of the event.
Click here[16] to read what Ganahl, Madden and other regent candidates have to say to CU faculty and staff.

Turning brewery wastewater into battery power

Women’s wellness study seeks participants

[17]

[18]

Photo/video feature: UCCS Homecoming 2016 kicks off with new Chalk
the Walk event
[19]

Students, faculty and staff examine student success and equity at annual
Undergraduate Experiences Symposium
[20]

Lights go on for another 'bionic eye' patient

[21]

Public Health Case Competition deadlines approaching

[22]

[23]
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Deadlines are approaching for the 2016 Rocky Mountain Public Health Case Competition, hosted by the Colorado
School of Public Health Student Council. The event is set for Nov. 11-12 at the CU Anschutz Medical Campus.
Students must sign up by Oct. 21. Faculty, alumni and community partners are encouraged to volunteer as mentors or
judges.[24]
The main focus of the Rocky Mountain Public Health Case Competition is to help students across varied disciplines
gain experience working in collaborative teams to design innovative solutions to real-world health problems. Students
from across CU (CU Anschutz, CU Denver and CU Boulder) are participating along with ColoradoSPH students from
its three campuses. The winning team will travel to Emory once again this year to compete in the national case
competition.
Practice-based learning is a critical component to advanced learning and application, and the public health case
competition serves as a co-curricular activity that provides participants with an opportunity to continue to enhance
competency in their chosen field.
Click here[25] for more information and to register.

Gascoigne discusses new student affairs role at CU Anschutz

Stabio’s three keys for graduate school success

Iarygin brings Russian perspective to UCCS

[26]

[27]

[28]
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