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CU biomedicine researchers named to 2026 class of Boettcher Investigators[1]

(2]

Five University of Colorado researchers are being honored as members of the 2026 class of Boettcher Investigators,
each receiving a $250,000 grant from the Boettcher Foundation’s Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards
Program.

This year’s class, announced May 21 by the Boettcher Foundation[3] and the Colorado BioScience Association[4]
(CBSA), represents the next generation of scientific excellence and marks another milestone in the Boettcher
Foundation’s 17-year commitment to strengthening Colorado’s biomedical research ecosystem.

The Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards provide critical early career support and position recipients at leading
academic and research institutions to compete for additional private, state and federal research funding. Each grant
supports up to three years of independent scientific research.

The CU scientists and their research topics are:

CU Anschutz

Alessandra Brambati, Ph.D., Department of Pharmacology, School of Medicine: Regulation of microhomology-
mediated end-joining during cell division.

John Janetzko, Ph.D., Departments of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics, Pharmacology, and Pharmaceutical
Sciences, School of Medicine and Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences: All swell doesn’t end
well: investigating how GPCR signaling dysfunction affects cell-volume regulation in disease.

Katherine Kissler, C.N.M., Ph.D., College of Nursing: Dynamic digital physiological signatures of impending
intraamniotic infection.

Kentaro Yomogida, M.D., Section of Rheumatology, Department of Pediatrics, School of Medicine: NK cell-fibroblast
crosstalk in the pathogenesis of juvenile idiopathic arthritis.

CU Boulder

Matthew OIm, Ph.D., Department of Integrative Physiology, College of Arts and Sciences: How diet and lifestyle shape
the infant gut microbiome and immune disease risk.

With these five new awardees, CU will have 80 Boettcher Investigators[5] for a total of nearly $18.9 million in
biomedical research grants over the course of the program.

This year’s eight-member class of Boettcher Investigators also includes two Colorado State University researchers —
Casey M. Gries, Ph.D., and R. Adam Harris, D.V.M., Ph.D., Diplomate ACVP — and National Jewish Health’s Chen-
Shan (Julia) Woodcock, Ph.D. The program grants this year total $2 million from the foundation.

The 2026 Class of Boettcher Investigators leads groundbreaking research across a broad range of urgent health
challenges. Their work includes preventing dangerous implant infections, improving treatments for acute myeloid
leukemia and juvenile arthritis, uncovering new causes of high blood pressure in the lungs and developmental
disorders, developing earlier detection methods for infections during pregnancy, and exploring how diet and lifestyle
influence the infant gut microbiome and long-term immune health. Read more here.[6]

“The awards are critical to Colorado’s future, because of the investment in researchers at one of the most important
stages of their careers, when bold ideas have the potential to create lasting impact,” said Katie Kramer, president and
CEO of the Boettcher Foundation. “Colorado’s leadership in bioscience depends on ensuring that emerging
researchers have the resources to pursue innovative work.”
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Since its inception, the Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards Program has supported 121 Boettcher
Investigators, including this year's class, and awarded close to $29 million in grant funding. These researchers have
gone on to secure more than $150 million in additional research funding from federal, state and private sources.

Colorado continues to build momentum as a leading hub for biomedical research and health innovation, powered by
world-class academic institutions, top talent, collaborative partnerships and strong support for early stage discovery.
Boettcher Foundation’s Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards strengthen the state’s long-term competitiveness
by helping emerging investigators accelerate breakthroughs for patients.

“Colorado’s future as a leading hub for health innovation depends on bold scientific thinking and sustained investment
in emerging researchers,” said Elyse Blazevich, president and CEO of Colorado BioScience Association. “The
Boettcher Investigators are advancing high-impact discoveries across some of the most urgent challenges in human
health while strengthening Colorado’s position as a center for biomedical research and innovation. These awards help
accelerate breakthrough science, support exceptional talent and reinforce the collaborative research environment that
sets Colorado apart.”

For more information about the Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards Program, visit the Boettcher Foundation
website[7].

Meet three of the artists in the Emmanuel Art Gallery’s 150th anniversary exhibition [8]

CUriosity: Can your running shoes really make you faster? [9]

Changes to systemwide administrative policy statements approved[10]

The Office of Policy and Efficiency (OPE) has announced approved actions to administrative policy statements from
the Academic Affairs and Budget and Finance functional areas:

Academic Affairs

1014-Intellectual Property That is Educational Material: Administrative and Instructional Use[11] (Previously Intellectual
Property That is Educational Materials) [Revision]

Budget and Finance

4061-Revenue Contracts[12] [New]

The actions took effect on May 18.

For more detailed information, go to https://www.cu.edu/ope/aps/latest-changes[13].

For additional information on systemwide APSs, go to: http://www.cu.edu/ope[14].

UCCS ranked Best College for Bachelor's and Master's Degree in Gazette's Best of the Springs [15]
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Why do | still feel different after the COVID-19 pandemic? [16]

Federal update: ED Workforce Pell rule, more[17]

From May 22, this update from CU Federal Relations and Counsel includes information on ED Workforce Pell Rule, ED
Accreditation Reform Consensus, Health Professional Loan Limit Lawsuit, and NIST Director Confirmation.

Click here to read the post.[18]

For the latest communications and federal memos, please visit the CU System Federal Updates and Actions[19] page.

Hagemann appointed vice chancellor for advancement and engagement [20]

Dashti receives Fulbright award to study combined natural hazards in Chile [21]

Bardhan receives WSCA Distinguished Teaching Award [22]

State, CU leaders seek quantum ‘dominance’[23]

CU Boulder meeting surging demand for engineers by expanding degree to rural schools[24]

NASA science cut would hit Colorado universities and aerospace sector[25]

Links
[1] https://connections.cu.edu/spotlights/cu-biomedicine-researchers-named-2026-class-boettcher-investigators[2]
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