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Q&A: Callie Rennison[1]

Callie Rennison hasn’t exactly lived by the numbers, but she’s passionate about finding the truth behind them.

Rennison is a professor, associate dean of faculty affairs, and director of the Master of Criminal Justice (MCJ) program
in the CU Denver School of Public Affairs. Her research has examined violence against women and minority groups
and how victims interact with the criminal justice system.

She earned degrees in psychology, sociology and political science and worked for the U.S. Department of Justice’s
Bureau of Justice Statistics before settling into academia. She passes on her love of data to students through courses
that focus on research methodology, statistics and criminal justice.

“I’ve been lucky to get to research so many things that interest me,” she said. And it has changed lives. Her work on
violence against women has informed policies and educational efforts in the nation designed to minimize violence
against women. “I hope that my more recent work on violence against all college students is also helping to focus the
discussion to assist those who need the help the most.”

She hopes to expand her work to bring more attention to victimized groups and foster understanding of ways to
minimize violence. She also is focusing on another area in criminal justice – police impersonation.

1. How did you come to be at CU? 

I was living in a different city and was a faculty member at another university. I worked with amazing people, but the
city was a poor fit for me. I decided that from then on, I would live where I wanted, and figure out work from there. I had
worked my way through my university education, and I knew I could work my way through what would surely be life
without academia. I quit my tenure-track position in a top-ranked department; I sold my house (for a profit right before
the housing market collapse); I gave away most of my belongings to some really lucky graduate students; and I moved
to Boulder where I had friends. I had no job on the horizon. I had met a man during this period and decided we would
have some great adventures and that I would figure it out from there.

Eventually, I applied for a position at CU Denver in the School of Public Affairs and ended up on the faculty. Ultimately,
I married that man, Dave. At the time, I was 100 percent at peace and never doubted any of my decisions. In hindsight,
I can’t believe how daring it was! I view it as a lesson to not be afraid to charge ahead into the unknown. There is no
telling what great things are out there.

2. How did you choose this career path? 

I stumbled into this career path. I left high school early because I could not stand the coddling. One thing led to
another, and I ended up with a B.S., two master’s degrees and a Ph.D.  I call myself the “Accidental Ph.D.” for that
reason. 

I started taking college classes at the Houston Community College to learn things I didn’t get in high school. In high
school, I was not allowed to take geometry as it was a “boys” class. Rather, I was forced to take home economics. At
the community college, I took many math classes and learned I had an affinity for math. (I especially loved calculus.)

At some point, I realized I needed to go to the University of Houston where I could pursue an undergraduate degree. I
ended up choosing the psychology degree because it was the degree I was closest to getting when the university kept
demanding that I declare a major. While I earned the B.S. in psych, my heart was all about sociology. I was first
exposed to statistics and research methodology – the two things I love teaching most even today – in sociology
classes.

A major turning point that led me in that direction was a simple question from a professor. As I neared the completion
of my B.S. degree, he asked, “What are you going to do with your degree?” His suggestion that I go to graduate
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school opened my mind. This moment was life-changing for me, and I use it to guide how I interact with my
undergraduates even today. I want them to know that graduate school is an option and that they can do it just like I did.

The University of Houston’s Sociology Department offers a terminal master’s degree. Before I completed my thesis, I
found myself down the hallway taking all the statistics/methods courses in the Political Science Department. I applied
there, got in, and completed my Ph.D. focused on the effect of voter turnout on presidential election outcomes.

When I completed my degree, I decided I wanted to go somewhere other than academia. I ended up working at the
Department of Justice for five years in Washington, D.C. The allure and glamour (ha!ha!) of academia was too strong,
and I eventually took an academic position in the Midwest.

3. How did you become interested in violence against certain groups of people and why is this data so
important?

You will notice a pattern. I stumbled into my work on violence. I applied for the position at the Department of Justice
because it would be working with a huge data set and required methods, statistics and writing skills. These data
focused on victimization and I knew nothing of it before I got the job. Working with the data, I started answering basic
questions that I thought the public and other interested parties would want to know. In doing that, I started focusing on
violence against women, and other groups such as Latinos, American Indians and the young. I also developed a strong
affinity to understanding differences in groups’ willingness to report victimization to the police.

The data are incredibly important, especially when it comes to violence. Most people get their understanding of
victimization from the media and come to believe pretty much the exact opposite of the reality. Few people recognize
that males are victimized more than females. That when females are violently victimized, it is mostly by people they
know (not that stranger in the bushes). People tend to mistakenly think that the elderly are victimized more than the
young, and that income is unrelated to victimization risk. Without data, without out a careful study of violence, we would
be using our resources protecting groups that are victimized less, and ignoring those who need the most assistance.

4. The Master of Criminal Justice program is helping students acquire skills needed for data analysis and
interpretation. Why are these skills so prized and why aren’t more folks with these skills out there?

Analyst skills are vital to objectively and properly study and answer important policy questions that will make a real
difference in society. I think more people do not choose to focus on these skills because they think it’s too boring or
too difficult. Neither is the case, and I’m happy to say that when I teach these courses, my students see how fun
analysis is, how important it is, and how it can lead to a career making a difference in the real world. On top of good
analyst skills, one must also be a good writer. This means being able to write about findings in a way that non-statistics-
oriented people can understand. I emphasize this in my statistics and methods courses because the combination of
stats/methods and writing is the key to getting hired and getting a great career going. 

We pride ourselves in having a rigorous program that offers students applied skills they can use to begin or advance
their career. This means writing skills, critical thinking skills and research skills. Even if a student does not go on to
conduct research, they will be consumers of research (and information in general) and we want them to be able to
critically assess that information. Many students do go on to conduct research and when they leave our program, they
have skills needed to (for example) create and field a quality survey. We focus on methods and statistics in our
program – in a very applied sense. Students learn that statistics are nothing to be afraid of, and something they can
understand and do. In fact, most learn that they enjoy statistics! This in particular makes me very happy. We as a
faculty also work hard to connect our students with agencies, nonprofits and other groups in the community where they
can make a difference. I firmly believe that the skills we offer to students set them apart from others.

5. What has your research on police impersonation uncovered?

A police officer in one of my intro classes talked about how to recognize a police officer, and that made me think more
about police impersonation. It’s tied to the legitimacy of police because if people don’t believe that someone pulling
them over is not a police officer, then it creates a lot of problems.
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I started digging into the literature and couldn’t find anything. I went to Mary Dodge, a colleague of mine, and asked
her to join me in the research. We contacted police departments across the country and several were generous
enough to give us case files on impersonation. One large city police department we connected with believed that as
many as one-third of their police complaints are due to impersonators.

I thought impersonators would be the wanna-be cops, or people focused on sexual assault or robbery. But the first
case I looked at was a female impersonator. Our research appeared in a journal in 2012, and just this month, we were
asked to write chapters in an upcoming book.

One of the biggest surprises that came out of our work was that impersonators appeared to focus on Latino victims
because they are the people who have less of a likelihood to report the incident to police. That’s right up my alley with
my other work and is an area of research I want to expand.

It was really fun work and completely different from what I usually do and added to the literature in an important way.
And at this point, people who are interested in police impersonation have only one place in the country to turn to, and
that is here at CU Denver.

6. Away from the university and data, what types of activities do you enjoy?

This is why I wish we had 48-hour days. Things I like to do in no order are:
Parrots and birds! My husband and I are avid birders and travel to see them. I am a watcher and he takes incredible
photos of them – hanging-in-gallery-worthy photos. I have always loved birds and had them in my life since I was born.
I am mom to several Lilac Crowned Amazon parrots – six of whom live with us. My oldest, Henri, turns 37 in January.
Yes, I’ve had him his whole life! Through the years, he and his mate, Lilac, who passed away about a decade ago,
had 10 babies that I helped raise. The five other parrots that live with us are his offspring: Grace, Gabbie, Clover, Dayle
and Dewey. Dayle is a special needs bird who broke his back as a baby. He’s now 20 and thriving. I love these birds
more than words can describe. Rock climbing. I’ve been a climber for almost 20 years and have climbed in Canada,
the United States and Mexico. In fact, it was while climbing in Joshua Tree, California, that I met Dave. We have been
married six years. I love climbing for the puzzle-solving element, the fitness, and the fact that it takes me to beautiful
places (where there are often birds!).  It is not about the adrenaline as some incorrectly assume. If adrenaline is
involved, something has gone wrong! Road Riding. Since moving to Colorado in 2008, I’ve been a regular road rider
(in warm weather). I love doing multi-day road tours through the mountains each year. Mountain passes are my favorite
rides.  My hope is to get to Italy for some riding this year.
7. Do you have an item or artifact in your office that holds special meaning for you? If so, what is it and what is
the story behind it?  

I don’t think I can point to any one item. My office is loaded with all sorts of wall hangings, stuffed animals and
bobbles. Each has deep meaning, and most are gifts from students. I never expect gifts, and I am really touched when
I get them. The most recent gift came from a fall 2015 MCJ student who got me a graduation sash and had all
members of her family thank me in writing on it (Thanks Tamara!).  

The thing that means the most is the photo of Ferne, who was my first baby parrot. He died unexpectedly on New
Year’s Eve in 2011 when he was 17 years old. I still cry about that loss – no recovery for this big of a loss. I still have
the egg shell from where he hatched.

As lawmakers assemble, state to face renewed budget challenges[2]

Facing a proposed state budget that includes funding cuts for CU and higher education, CU’s Government Relations
team will work to minimize those cuts.
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The Colorado General Assembly on Wednesday convened at the Capitol for its 120-day session.

Among the impacts of Gov. John Hickenlooper’s FY 16-17 budget proposal:
The proposed budget for higher education reflects a proposed $20 million statewide cut. CU’s share of that cut would
be about $4 million. Because the state budget includes a reduction, the governor is recommending tuition setting
authority be retained by higher education governing boards, including the CU Board of Regents, and not be limited by
state law or CCHE policy. No funding for new construction projects. The request funds continuation projects (of which
CU has none in FY 2016-17) and only a portion of what is needed to pay for the most critical controlled maintenance
projects throughout the state. The lack of funding for new construction projects affects four CU capital priorities: CU
Anschutz Interdisciplinary Building 1 ($22.8 million state fund request); CU-Boulder Aerospace Engineering Sciences
($4.8 million state fund request); UCCS Engineering and Applied Sciences Building Renovation ($7.5 million state fund
request); CU Denver Engineering and Physical Sciences Building/Renovation ($45.1 million state fund request). None
of these projects were on the Governor’s request list. No change in state funding for financial aid.
Tanya Kelly-Bowry, vice president of government relations, said her team expects a challenging session.

“We’re in a unique situation because the more the state economy grows, the more the Legislature will have to cut,”
she said. “Our Government Relations team will work with the Legislature in a bipartisan fashion to do our best to
restore the $20 million in budget cuts and to pass the critical issues in our legislative agenda.”

CU is following with interest calls to remove the hospital provider fee from the formula used to calculate TABOR
revenue limits. Exempting those funds would alleviate some pressure on the tightening state budget.

“The hospital provider fee has been a big topic of discussion over the interim,” Kelly-Bowry said. “We remain
interested in exploring this as an option that could help with the state’s budget woes.” But because some have called
into question the legality of such a change, she said, more information and additional legal opinions are awaited.

CU’s legislative priorities for 2016 will continue to be targeted toward efficiencies and cost savings for the university,
including capital construction thresholds and bond ratings. In collaboration with Todd Saliman, vice president for
budget and finance, the Government Relations team is discussing potential tweaks to the state budget that would help
alleviate cuts to higher education.

As the session begins, CU is pursuing two bills:
Tuition and bond rating:  Bill allows institutions to pledge up to 100 percent of their tuition revenue in a bond financing
to realize lower interest rates, better bond ratings and millions in capital cost savings. The current statutory limit is 10
percent; Colorado is the only state that artificially limits its public universities’ tuition pledge to a percentage of total
tuition. This change would not increase CU’s debt, would not have any impact on tuition rates and would not create
additional risk for the university. Capital construction cash fund thresholds:  CU is talking with the state Capital
Development Committee about a potential bill that would change the threshold at which cash-funded capital projects
must be approved by their committee. The change would increase the threshold from $2 million to $10 million.
President Bruce Benson last week pitched the proposal to the Joint Budget Committee during his higher ed
presentation.

CU’s online offerings earn high marks from U.S. News[3]

University of Colorado offerings landed several spots in U.S. News and World Report’s 2016 Best Online Program
Rankings, released earlier this week.

Programs at three CU campuses earned rankings, which the magazine bases on such factors as student engagement,
faculty credentials and training, student services, peer reputation and admission selectivity. Acknowledged were CU
programs in MBA, information technology, criminal justice, education, engineering and nursing.

CU-Boulder received accolades for engineering (58) and information technology (rank not published).
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UCCS programs in business (41), education (48), engineering (29) and nursing (13) were ranked among the nation’s
best. Read more in Communique[4].

CU Denver notched spots for criminal justice (12) and education (36). Read more in CU Denver Today[5].

For details on methodologies and a searchable list of university programs, visit U.S. News[6].

Boettcher Investigator deadline approaching[7]

The University of Colorado and the Boettcher Foundation announce the 2016 Boettcher Foundation Webb-Waring
Biomedical Research Awards[8] program.

The Boettcher Foundation has established the Boettcher Foundation Webb-Waring Biomedical Research Awards
program, which will provide five grants of $235,000 each covering up to three years of research activity with the intent
to provide independent research opportunities to promising and talented early career investigators. Awardees will carry
the title of Boettcher Investigator in acknowledgement of the prestigious award. Eligible faculty researchers from all four
CU campuses are encouraged to apply. 

The biomedical research supported pursuant to this grant program will be designed to find ways to prevent disease and
improve human health through basic and applied biomedical research. The intent of the program is to fund meritorious
research that has the potential for new discoveries or advances a discovery to the proof of its potential value as an
application to improve human health. This research will improve the understanding, treatment and prevention of human
disease. 

Applications must be submitted to your campus Grants office by the deadlines included in the following campus-
specific instructions:
University of Colorado Boulder[9]University of Colorado Colorado Springs[10]University of Colorado Denver | Anschutz
Medical Campus[11]
Please do not contact the Boettcher Foundation directly.

Since the first awards granted in July 2010, the Boettcher Foundation has awarded CU’s 22 current Boettcher
Investigators[12] a total of $5 million. 

For purposes of this program, an eligible early career investigator (ECI):
Is within four years of appointment to his/her career-track academic position (i.e., whose career-track appointments
began no earlier than Jan. 1, 2011); Has not previously received a major independent research award; Has received a
terminal degree or completed his/her medical residency within the 10 years preceding the application (i.e., on or after
January 1, 2005); and Is either a U.S. Citizen or a Permanent Resident. For more details, go to: 
http://www.cu.edu/bfww/eligibility[13]

Patty Limerick receives state and national honors[14]

Visiting Scholar in Conservative Thought and Policy finalists hold public talks [15]
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Discovery shows dinosaurs may have been the original lovebirds[16]

Attorney general honors UCCS, other first responders[17]

UCCS student-athletes end year strong in classroom and competition[18]

Garcia named associate vice chancellor at UCCS[19]

Davis receives grant for wilderness health care[20]

Christopher Davis, assistant professor of emergency medicine and medical director of Altitude and Mountain Medicine
Consultants, a branch of the Travel, Expedition and Altitude Medicine clinic led a successful application for a grant to
provide field heath care services at Summit Station in Greenland.

The Wilderness and Environmental Medicine Section in the School of Medicine’s Department of Emergency Medicine
was been selected by CH2M Hill Polar Services as the subcontract recipient of the grant. Services will include remote
medical support services and supplies for Summit Station, around-the-clock telemedicine services, first aid medical
kits, and training (arctic first aid and wilderness first responder/aid).

Summit Station is a research facility at 10,500 feet in elevation at 72.5 degrees North, 38.5 degrees West on the
summit of the Greenland ice sheet. 

Montgomery leads professional development team[21]

Linda Montgomery, associate professor of family medicine, assembled a team from the School of Medicine to
participate in a national professional development program called Professionals Accelerating Clinical and Educational
Redesign.

The team includes faculty from family medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics, nursing, pharmacy and the physician
assistant program.

The program aims to build high-functioning inter-professional faculty teams working to transform clinical practices and
educational programs to prepare a better trained primary care workforce. CU is one of only nine institutions chosen to
be part of the program, which is funded by the Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation with matching funding from the Boards of
Family Medicine, Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, and the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education.
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UCCS welcomes 13 employees[22]

CU President Bruce Benson determined to keep tuition hikes low in face of state funding cut[23]

CU-Boulder 'unlikely' to nab state funds for proposed aerospace engineering building[24]

Campus spent $25,000 on seven racks as part of pilot program[25]

Campus spent $25,000 on seven racks as part of pilot program[26]
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