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Powering partnerships on the Western Slope[1]
[2]

The 2025 CU Presidential Outreach Tour concluded last week with a visit to Colorado’s Western Slope, where
President Todd Saliman, Regent Ray Scott and system administration leaders visited Mesa and Montrose counties.
The tour capped off CU’s summer effort[3] to strengthen relationships with communities across the state,
demonstrating how CU is for all of Colorado.

Over two days, CU leadership engaged with K-12 educators, higher education partners, nonprofit organizations,
business leaders and local residents in Grand Junction and Montrose. From classrooms and career pathways to
business roundtables and community events, the tour highlighted CU’s impact and its ongoing commitment to
affordability, access and opportunity.

“At the University of Colorado, we know there is a place at one of our four campuses for every student from the
Western Slope who wants to pursue a degree,” said CU President Todd Saliman. “We’re focused on ensuring that
cost and culture are never a barrier to anyone looking for their educational path to success. Our visit this summer – and
our ongoing work with community leaders – are all about growing our existing partnerships and exploring new ways we
can align with community-identified needs.”

Beginning in Grand Junction, the tour stopped at the new Grand Junction High School, boasting a $144.5 million facility
completed in 2024 through a bond measure approved by Mesa County voters.
[4]

Other events throughout the day included an outdoor recreation manufacturing roundtable, where industry leaders
heard a presentation on CU Denver’s Outside Lab and discussed ways CU can better support the region’s growing
outdoor sector.[5] The conversation focused on partnership and innovation, with Colorado Mesa University
representatives also taking part to highlight the collaborative nature of the effort.

“I want to make sure that CU is connected to Colorado and that we’re doing things that are relevant for our state,”
Saliman said. “What I see in meetings like that is that the answer is that we are.”
[6]

To conclude the first day, CU leaders visited Colorado Mesa University to tour the CU Boulder/Colorado Mesa
University Engineering Partnership Program[7]. Established in 2008 as one of CU’s first-of-its-kind collaborations, the
program allows students to complete their first two years at CMU before finishing their engineering coursework with CU
Boulder faculty who live and teach on the Western Slope.

At Montrose High School, CU leaders learned how the district’s Career and College Readiness Program is preparing
students for the future while opening doors to higher education. Designed for grades 6-12, the program blends hands-
on learning through career pathways, technical education and concurrent enrollment, allowing students to earn college
credit and industry credentials at no cost.

The visit focused on strengthening CU’s partnership with the district by expanding concurrent enrollment opportunities
that prepare students to become future teachers, ultimately creating a direct pipeline into Montrose’s Teaching and
Learning Academy model.

The tour also featured a business roundtable discussion in Montrose, where CU leadership sat down with local
business owners and civic leaders to explore the community’s future economic needs. The conversation centered on
building stronger partnerships between higher education and industry, with CU highlighting opportunities for
collaboration through its three business schools, internships, capstone projects and applied research.

“It’s through those kinds of partnerships where we can provide added value to the business community or to families
or to students,” Saliman said. That’s what we’re all about.”

The tour concluded with CU Community Info Night in Montrose, where residents connected directly with admissions
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and scholarship experts from CU Boulder, UCCS, CU Denver and CU Anschutz. The event highlighted CU’s
affordability initiatives, including CU Promise and the Boulder Tuition Guarantee, as well as the CU/CMU engineering
partnership.

“In Colorado, it’s affordable,” Saliman said. “There are ways to go to college in Colorado. People need to pursue post-
secondary education. We’re making it easier to transfer credits. We have lots of financial aid options. We’re making it
cheaper to go to college and people need to check it out.”

Building a community of CU leaders: Inside the Excellence in Leadership Program [8]

CU.edu to undergo a redesign[9]

Changes are coming to the CU.edu website[10], intended to improve content and navigation while also ensuring the
site is accessible and has updated security features.

The redesign will provide a comprehensive upgrade to the current website infrastructure and user experience. Core
project goals include improving security and compliance and being a leader in accessibility.

The effort also will modernize the look and feel of the current website through updated page layouts and designs.
Special focus will be placed on supporting the CU community in connecting with the system office and the variety of
services it provides.

The project recently kicked off and is expected to be complete in summer 2026. Campus websites are not part of the
project.

Video games don’t rot your brain – they train it [11]

Cybersecurity Program hopes to secure federal funding for new equipment [12]

In photos: CU Denver celebrates start of a new academic year [13]

CU Anschutz part of multi-state study: Smartphone app cuts repeat suicide attempts by over half after hospital
discharge [14]
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Federal transition update: PSLF Proposed Rule, more[15]

From Aug. 22, this update from CU Federal Relations and Counsel includes information on PSLF Proposed Rule,
Supreme Court Ruling on NIH Grant Terminations, ED Guidance on FWS Allowable Activities, NIH “Gold Standard
Science” Implementation Plan, NEH Reorganization, and USCIS Screening Guidance.

Click here to read the post.[16]

From Aug. 20, this monthly update from CU Federal Relations includes information on FY26 Appropriations and
Rescissions, VA Secretary Visit to Anschutz, CU NSF Awards, ED SAVE Plan Updates, and Recent Capitol Hill Visits.

Click here to read the post.[17]

For the latest communications and federal memos, please visit the CU System Federal Transitions Updates[18] page.

Kasinath named 2025 Pew Biomedical Scholar [19]

Blackburn to spark new era of innovation at Kraemer Family Library[20]

Henry tapped as managing associate university counsel for CU Boulder [21]

Outdoor recreation businesses, CU meet for Outside Lab roundtable[22]

CU Boulder students revive satellite to study hazardous region of space[23]

Barbara Davis Center celebrates Colorado Type 1 diabetes patients’ milestone[24]
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