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Q&A: Jennifer Sanchez

[1]

[2]

Throughout 2018, the University of Colorado Boulder Libraries is celebrating the centennial anniversary of the CU
Boulder Archives.
This spring, members of the CU community are invited to take part in the CU Boulder Archives Centennial Celebration,
where visitors may take a peek at the past 100 years of the archives, chat with archivists working with the collections,
and learn more about the future of archives. Click here to learn more[3] about the June 6 event.
Archivists say they are moving toward increased community inclusion, process transparency, and accessibility of all
collections held at CU Boulder.
Among those archivists is Jennifer Sanchez. Her story below, first posted by University Libraries[4], is part of an
ambitious series: 100 Stories for 100 Years. Click here[5] for a directory of the other installments.
As the photo archivist for the University Libraries, tell us, what does a photo archivist do?
[6]

I primarily work on preserving and providing access to photographic and audio/visual materials in the CU Boulder
Archives. I manage the collections that are primarily composed of photographs and also help other archivists in our
department when they have questions about photographs in the collections they are working on.
How did you become photo archivist?
I have worked at the American Heritage Center, the Library Company of Philadelphia and the University of
Pennsylvania’s Rare Book Library as an archivist. In the two most recent positions, I worked directly with photographs
and prints. I started at CU Boulder in the Libraries Preservation Unit. When the Libraries reorganized, I was offered the
Photographic Archivist position based on my experience and the need in the archives to have this specialized
knowledge.
How large is the CU Boulder photo archives?
[7]

In terms of individual images, it’s well over a million. We’re working on how to capture and help people find the
images they need. In the past year we joined ArchivesSpace, which allows a lot more discoverability. Still, given our
enormous collection, often people have to schedule time to look through a collection in person in order to find out if we
have the photo needed or something that can work for their needs. You can go to archives.colorado.edu to access our
finding aids.
What are the biggest priorities for the photo archives?
Right now, I am working on the Charles Snow collection[8], and that's our biggest collection that has nitrate negatives in
it. The Snow negatives are a high priority because nitrate is highly flammable and the gas it gives off affects other film.
We want to ensure people’s safety and the preservation of the images, so we are moving the nitrate negatives to
freezer storage and getting rid of those that are already too deteriorated.
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Another top priority has been glass plate negatives from the CU Museum Collection[9]. There are wonderful photos of
campus and Boulder, of people and a variety of things that would interest people. But because they are all on glass,
and they’re negatives, it is very difficult for researchers to look through them. So once the Snow nitrate project has
been completed this will be one of my next priorities.
The first priority is preservation, followed by discoverability and accessibility.
Will the entire Snow Collection be digitized?
There are more than 63,000 photos in the Snow Collection, so not all will be digitized. We determine which images are
digitized based on their material type, use and their condition. We aim to digitize all of the nitrate negatives and then, if
people are looking for something else they can give us a call and we will digitize those as well.
The Libraries’ new digital lab opened in 2016, which has been a great help. But it is a common misconception that
everything will be digitized and available online.
Do people acknowledge the University of Colorado Archives as the source when they use photos from here?
Yes, well, at least, they should! I have people to sign our use agreement, which instructs what information to include. If
possible, we want people to include which box and which folder. It's better to provide more information because we get
a lot of “I saw this photo in this book" and if it only says “Courtesy of the University of Colorado,” then it is a matter of
whether I can identify which collection or where in a collection it came from.
How do you decide which donations to accept? Obviously you want great photos but the Libraries cannot
store or support everyone’s old photos.
The collections we are most interested in are those that have anything to do with the campus. For example, we don’t
have many images of the campus right after WWII, specifically student housing right after the war. They had to
accommodate the huge influx returning soldiers that were going to college after war. I have a few pictures of that, but
not really what life was like in there. If photos along those lines showed up, we would be very interested. It’s a
collaborative effort within the department to determine which collections will grow.
I recently turned away a collection, not because we didn't believe it was worth saving, but because it fit better
somewhere else. This collection was about the history of Colorado, but mainly pictures of irrigation ditches. We don’t
specialize in that, but I knew that Colorado State University does. It’s a reciprocal thing. We don’t duplicate or take
away from the collection strengths of other institutions and in turn they don’t acquire materials we are collecting. We
have several areas that we are known for other than the history of the University. For example, the Atomic West,
Colorado’s political history, and Post-Holocaust American Judaism.
How do you explain to others on campus what the archives are?
It depends on the audience. For the academic campus, we can help you with your research, so you don’t have just
secondary resources to work with. You can actually come here and look at original materials. For the broader
community, I would say that we are a source of history. Secondary resources have value and are great when looking at
others’ interpretation of the original source material. However, there is something to be said when you can look at a
document realize that this is evidence of whether something existed or didn’t exist.
In a way, that is the whole purpose of the university in terms of research. A new generation can come and look at the
original source material from different perspectives, sometimes seeing things that were missed or giving new
interpretations on a subject.
I think that archives are incredibly important and they should be used. Archives are not as easy to navigate as Google
and sometimes the results that you get are not what you wanted or expected, but at least you have the ability to see
the information for yourself if you come and look. With this large of a collection, sometimes it is a treasure hunt, but that
is part of the fun too.
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I love my job, I love finding all this history, I love seeing all the different images and going, “Oh, this is interesting!”

Open Enrollment: Pair CU’s plans with your big life events

[10]

[11]

Every year is filled with memorable moments, from having a baby to getting braces. Your employee benefits play a big
part in the costs associated with these moments. Open Enrollment[12], running until 5 p.m. May 11, is your annual
opportunity to waive, enroll or change your CU benefits package.
Here a few items you might consider when enrolling:
A family member needs braces?
CU Health Plan – Choice Dental is the only CU-offered plan that provides orthodontic coverage for adults and children
up to age 23. CU Health Plan – Essential Dental covers orthodontic services for children up to age 19. Review 2018-19
dental plan options[13].
Pregnant or want to start a family?
Whether you’re already expecting or wishing to expand your family, certain benefits may help with costs for the
pregnancy, birth and leave after the baby arrives.
Short-term disability
Did you know that pregnancy is considered a short-term disability under CU’s insurance plan? If you’re hoping to
expand your family in the coming years, it’s a good option to consider. Just know that if you file a claim for anything
other than an accidental injury during the first 12 months after your coverage becomes effective, short-term disability
benefits will be subject to the lesser benefit amount for the first 60 days of the disability.
Open Enrollment is the only time you may enroll for this benefit, so find out more about disability benefits[14].
Medical Plan Coverage: From prenatal care to delivery, CU’s medical plans offer different types of coverage.
CU Health Plan – Exclusive coverage for in-network providers has a $15 copayment for the first prenatal care office
visit and no copayment for delivery and inpatient services after you’ve met your deductible.
CU Health Plan – Extended coverage for in-network providers has a $25 copayment for the first prenatal office visit
and a 10 percent coinsurance payment for delivery and inpatient services after you’ve met your deductible.
CU Health Plan – High Deductible requires a 15 percent coinsurance payment for all pregnancy services after meeting
your deductible.
CU Health Plan – Kaiser fully covers all prenatal and postnatal care with a $250 copayment per day for delivery and
inpatient services.
See what else each plan has to offer[15].
Need a pair of glasses?
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With CU Health Plan – Vision, you can get benefits toward eyeglass lenses and either frames or contact lens
purchases every year.
If you are enrolled in either CU Health Plan – Exclusive or CU Health Plan – Kaiser, these plans have built-in coverage
for eye exams. Lenses and frames are not included.
Need to compare CU’s offered medical plans?
With the new interactive Plan Comparison Tool[16], you can review different aspects the four medical plans for faculty
and staff to focus on what’s important to you in a plan without getting lost in the details. Note: The interactive tool is
not recommended for Internet Explorer or mobile devices. A classic Plan Comparison Tool[17] is also available.
Get started on the Open Enrollment website[12].

CU Innovation and Efficiency Awards Expo is May 15

[18]

[19]

Who doesn’t love innovation?
Last year’s systemwide CU Innovation and Efficiency Awards Expo[20] showcased creative developments in everything
from trash collection to robotic programming.
In this year’s installment, the event will highlight 10 semifinalists who have developed innovative approaches to
everything from weed control to academic advising, with a healthy dose of parking improvements, sponsored project
reporting and much more in between.
The 2018 CU Innovation and Efficiency Awards Expo is set for 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. May 15 in the First Floor Conference
Room at 1800 Grant St., Denver.
Attendees are invited to join in recognizing this year’s semifinalists, who will be on hand to talk about their ideas and
spread some inspiration.
Everyone is welcome; if you can’t attend, read all about the program and view submissions
at https://www.cu.edu/controller/innovation-efficiency-awards[21].

Antiquity has much to say about imperialism and what it means to be
human
[22]

Shatner delivers ‘Hope and Innovation’ for BI 10th Anniversary Gala

[23]
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Educating soldiers for the cybersecurity war

[24]

CU Anschutz poised to lead VR's health care integration

[25]

CU Denver provost announces Faculty Excellence Awards

[26]

Campbell, expert on conflicts of interest in medicine, joins CU

[27]

Martínez-Dávila’s new book explores how religious converts shaped
early modern Spain
[28]
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